Casting Cal
By

Zachary Buchol tz



Judd Apat ow:

Kri sten Bell :

Paul Rudd:

Robert De N ro:

Cast of Characters

WIl Ferrell:

Christi an Bal e:

Al Paci no:

Kati e Hol nes:

John Bel ushi :

Penel ope Cruz:

Mol |y Ri ngwal d:

Li ndsay Lohan:

Meryl Streep:

Greg Hicks

G ace Hawki ns
Ryan Krasnoo

M ke Perles

Sean FitzCerald
Peter Leonard
Kendal | Russ

Al exandri a Strot her
Davi d Br ownman
Gabri el a Granados
Sarah Goslin

Pai ge Pfl eger
Skye Payne



Li ghts up.

JUDD APATOW sits between KRI STEN BELL and PAUL
RUDD at a table.

JUDD APATOW
Thank you so nuch, Kristen Bell and Paul Rudd, for
com ng here on such short notice. |I'mdirecting a new

romanti c conmedy and | need people |I can trust to read
scenes with the actors | have comng in to audition.

KRI STEN BELL
No problem M. Apatow.

PAUL RUDD
Judd, | owe ny life to you, so really, it’s a
pleasure. |I'msorry | couldn't star in this film
nysel f, actually.

JUDD APATOW
Vll, | have many of the greatest actors of our tine

coming into read for the two |eads. First up, the
| egendary Robert De Niro.

ROBERT DE NI RO enters, dressed as a gangster. He
has a disgusted | ook on his face

JUDD APATOW
M. De Niro, thank you so nmuch. 1It’s an honor to even
be in your presence. | amsuch a fan and adm rer of
your worK.
Si | ence.
JUDD APATOW

Ch that’s right, you don’t do interviews. Let’s
conti nue then. You ready, sir?

Si | ence.
JUDD APATOW
M. De Niro? M. De Nro?
(1 ouder)
MR. DE NIRO!!

ROBERT DE NI RO
You talkin” to ne? Are you talking to ME?

JUDD APATOW
(nervous)
Um vyes, | was hoping we could start the audition.



ROBERT DE NI RO
Sorry, kid. M apologies. | was rear-ended on nmy way
in. Really shook me up.

JUDD APATOW
|’ msorry to hear that.

ROBERT DE NI RO
It’s fine. Let’s go. Let’'s do this.

Kristen Bell walks up to De Niro and hands him a
script.

JUDD APATOW
Alright, you re going to read with Kristen,
here. \Wenever you’'re ready.

KRI STEN BELL
(fromthe script)
H, |’ m Anne.

ROBERT DE NI RO
(reading the script perfectly)
Anne, it’s Chuck. | was thinking that nmaybe you' d |ike
to get a cup of coffee with nme. You...

He stops and | ooks down, then up with fury in his
eyes.

JUDD APATOW
What’ s wong?

ROBERT DE NI RO

yel | i ng)
This little fuck who hit nmy Mercedes. |’ m gonna get
hi m where he breathes! | wanna find him | want him

DEAD! | want his famly DEAD! | want his house burned
to the GROUND! | wanna go there in the mddle of the
night and I wanna PISS ON H S ASHES!

Robert De Niro storns off. Kristen and Judd | ook
at each ot her confused.

JUDD APATOW
(awkwar dl y)
Ckay, noving on. It is a conmedy, so nmaybe we need a
nore conedic actor. WIIl Ferrell is here!

Enter WLL FERRELL, who shakes Judd’s hand and
grabs a script fromKristen.



W LL FERRELL
Judd, always a pl easure.

WIIl kisses Kristen on the |ips.

W LL FERRELL
You're hot. Let’s go!

JUDD APATOW
Alright, the scene you'll be reading is when the nmain
characters first neet.

W LL FERRELL
(reading the script, seductively)
Hello. | didn’t see you there. Wit a second, have we
met ?

KRI STEN BELL
(fromthe script)
No, |’ m Anne.

W1l undresses to his underwear as he reads to the
opening of Marvin Gaye’s "Let’'s Get It On."

W LL FERRELL
Vll hello, Anne. I'"m Charlie. Wat brings you here
this fine evening? Can | buy you a drink? | find you
very attractive..

JUDD APATOW
Stop! WIIl, why are you in your underwear?
W LL FERRELL
(yel l'ing)
| thought this was a sex scene!
JUDD APATOW

No. This is ridiculous.

W LL FERRELL
No, YOU RE ri di cul ous.

WIIl exits dramatically, carrying his pants.

JUDD APATOW
Next !

CHRI STI AN BALE enters.

JUDD APATOW
Wl cone, Christian Bale. Wenever you' re ready.



CHRI STI AN BALE
(reads the script in his Batnman voice)
| work at the deli around the corner - Rocko s - have
you eaten there? Qur roast beef is supposedly the
fourth best in the county.

KRI STEN BELL
(breaks character)
|’msorry, | don’t know what you’re doing.

JUDD APATOW
Excuse nme, Christian, is there sonething wong with
your voice? You sound ill

CHRI STI AN BALE
(normal voice)
|’mjust getting into character.

JUDD APATOW
(sarcastically)
Wll, can you try it nore...uh...nornmal?

CHRI STI AN BALE
Absol utel y.

KRI STEN BELL
(fromscript)
Yeah, |’ve been to Rocko’s. | eat there every
Tuesday. | never see you. Wat do you do?

CHRI STI AN BALE
(still in the Batnman voi ce)
| work nights as a janitor. You' d be surprised what a
good roast beef sandwi ch makes people do in the
bat hr oom

JUDD APATOW
Cut! You sound like you re choking on testacles. Next!

Christian Bale exits. Enter AL PACH NO

JUDD APATOW
Thank God Al Pacino is here. I’mthrough with
t hese amat uers.

AL PACI NO
Geetings all. Wait a second, is that Paul Rudd over
t here?

He points to Paul Rudd.



JUDD APATOW
Wiy, yes, it is.

Al wal ks up to Paul, who stands up and sticks out
his hand to greet Al.

Al puts his hands on each side of Paul’s face and
ki sses his forehead.

AL PACI NO
| knew it was you, Paulie!

PAUL RUDD
Geat to see you, Al.

Al turns back to Judd and Kri sten.
AL PACI NO
Let’s get started. But first, I1'd |ike you to say
hello to ny little friend!

Everyone in the room ducks and hides. Kristen
Bel | unl eashes a hi gh-pitched scream

Paci no pulls a baby doll out of his coat.

JUDD APATOW
Tom Cruise? Tom Cruise is your little friend?

Ent er KATI E HOLMES
KATI E HOLMES

H, |I'’mlooking for nmy husband. Has anyone seen hinf
AL PACI NO

Sorry Katie, Tominsisted on tagging along in nmy coat

pocket .

KRI STEN BELL
Katie Holnmes! | haven’t seen you in years!

She gives Katie a hug.

KATI E HOLMES
Kristen, so good to see you, even under such awkward
circunmstances. |I'd like to say this is the first tine
| ve caught Tom hangi ng out in another man’s coat, but
| think you and |I both know that’'d be a lie.

AL PACI NO
Can we do the Goddamm scene now?



JUDD APATOW
No, we need to get going Al.

Al Pacino pulls a gun out of his coat pocket and
points it at Kristen Bell. This tinme, Paul Rudd
unl eashes a hi gh-pitched scream

AL PACI NO
Let me do the scene or the bitch gets one between the
eyes.

Kristen Bell hands hima script.

KRI STEN BELL
(scared)
Here, go ahead!

Al Pacino reads the script, with Tom Cruise as his
puppet .

AL PACI NO
So | went to the supermarket for some cabbages. And
some guy in front of me bought all the cabbages. So |
shot up the whol e supernmarket .

AL PACI NO (AS TOM CRUI SE)
(sounds like Kermt the Frog)
It’s a damm shane, too. | |iked that supermarket. They
had the freshest produce in town.

AL PACI NO
(as hinsel f)
That is all now Thank you. Ms. Cruise, your husband.
Everyone el se, arrivederci

He returns Tomto Katie and wal ks out.
KATI E HOLMES
(to Kristen)
That’'s the nost aroused |’ ve been in years. | love it
when Tom does his Kermt the Frog voice.
The Crui ses | eave.

JUDD APATOW
Ckayyy. .. .. Next, John Bel ushi.

Enter JOHN BELUSH dressed in a Toga.

JUDD APATOW
John, what the hell are you wearing?



JOHN BELUSHI
A toga.

JUDD APATOW
A what ?

JOHN BELUSH
Toga. Toga! Toga! Toga!

Paul Rudd gets up and ushers Bel ushi out of the
room

PAUL RUDD
W' re goi ng nowhere, Judd. Wy don't we try the
actresses for the femal e | ead?

JUDD APATOW
Good idea. Bring in the actresses!

Penel ope Cruz struts in.

PAUL RUDD
Oh ny God, you got Penelope Cruz to audition? She is
so hot.
(to Penel ope)
M ss Cruz, what an honor!

PENELOPE CRUZ
It is nice to nmeet you. Shall | begin?

PAUL RUDD
Yes.

PENELOPE CRUZ
(in a thick Spanish accent, getting
cl ose to Paul Rudd)

| thought that was you standing there, Charlie. | did
not recogni ze you w thout your glasses. | had no idea
you were such a good | ooking man. You clean up very
ni ce.

PAUL RUDD

(pauses, forgetting where he is, then:)
Oh, yes, thank you

PENELOPE CRUZ
The ot her night | was thinking about you, and | said..

JUDD APATOW
(interrupting)
That’ s enough!



PAUL RUDD
(mesnerized by her | ooks still)
No, keep going.

JUDD APATOW
No!
(to Penel ope Cruz)
... CAN. .. NOT. .. UNDERSTAND. . . YOU

PENELOPE CRUZ
Hey Apatow, do you understand this?

Penel ope Cruz gives Apatow the finger and struts
of f stage.

PAUL RUDD
Hey Judd, | don’t know what she was sayi ng, but guess
who just went fromsix to mdnight?

Enter a red-haired actress.

JUDD APATOW
Begi n whenever you’'re ready.

RED HAI RED ACTRESS
(fromscript)
| believe in true love, in walking down the street and
bunpi ng i nto soneone, in nmaking eye contact and know ng
right then and there that he is the one you were neant
to fall in love with and spend the rest of your life
wit h.

PAUL RUDD
(fromscript)
That's fascinating. | sonetines doubt if people stil
believe in that sort of thing.

RED HAI RED ACTRESS

Maybe I'min the mnority, | don’t know.

JUDD APATOW
Brilliant! Perfect! | love it! Mss, what is your
name?

RED HAI RED ACTRESS
Are you ki ddi ng ne?

JUDD APATOW
No?

RED HAI RED ACTRESS
(her voice grow ng | ouder as she speaks)

( MORE)



RED HAI RED ACTRESS (cont’ d)
This is so typical. | am Ml ly Fucking R ngwald. |
was one of the biggest novie stars of the
1980s. Jack- ass.

She storns off.

KRI STEN BELL
(to Judd)
| thought you said you had fanobus people conming in.
She’ s not fanopus anynore.

Enter Lindsay Lohan, half-naked and with a
cigarette in one hand and a beer in the other.

LI NDSAY LOHAN
Sorry I"'mlate. Am1l even in the right place?

JUDD APATOW
Yes, m ss Lohan, you are.

LI NDSAY LOHAN
Good. | need this gig.

JUDD APATOW
Whenever you’re ready, read.

LI NDSAY LCHAN

(reading fromthe script, slurring her

wor ds and nessi ng up her sentences)
So | was sitting on a bench in the park downtown. And
this bitch wal ks up to nme and asks nme for a
dollar. And I'mlike, "I don't think so’ and kick her
in the groin. Bitch falls over and calls the fucking
cops and | had to run and hi de.

(out of character)
Hey! This rem nds nme of |ast weekend!

PAUL RUDD
(fromscript)
So then what? Are you a wanted crimnal ?

LI NDSAY LOHAN
(fromscript)
No, the dipshit cops found nme and | told them | saw the
girl who did it run away.

JUDD APATOW
(sarcastically)
Cut! Good work, Lindsay.
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LI NDSAY LOHAN
Have your people call ny people.

Li ndsay Lohan takes her cell phone out of her
bra. A bag of cocaine falls out, too. She | ooks
around the room enbarrassed.

PAUL RUDD
Li ndsay, is that what | think it is?

Al Pacino runs in from backstage. He grabs the
cocai ne and darts off into the audience. Lindsay
chases after him

Judd, Paul, and Kristen all sit down at the table
where they started.

KRI STEN BELL
Wel |, what do you think about her?

JUDD APATOW
|’ ve seen sone of her work, and she’s a pretty good
actress when she wants to be. But how am | supposed to
cast her when she conmes in | ooking |like a fucking
assault victimevery day?

KRI STEN BELL
Yeah, what ever happened to her? Ooh! Maybe we coul d
get her twin sister from The Parent Trap.

PAUL RUDD
No, you’'re thinking of the other anorexic O sen tw n.

KRI STEN BELL
Oh, yeah, you're right.

PAUL RUDD
What about the actors, Judd?
JUDD APATOW
Wrse! | can go with schizophrenic Robert De Niro, or

the crackhead who hides Tom Cruise in his pants. Not
very encouragi ng.

They sit | ooking hopel ess.

KRI STEN BELL
(seductively)
You know, Judd, I'’mnot busy right now. You renenber
how I got the part in Forgetting Sarah Marshall?
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JUDD APATOW
That al ready worked once. Don’t push your | uck.

Paul Rudd gets up and stands behi nd Judd, and
starts rubbing his shoul ders.

PAUL RUDD
Oh, c’'nmon Judd. Isn't it better to work with people
you can trust? Like your friends?

Judd Apatow isn’t buying any of it.

JUDD APATOW
(yell'ing)
Stop it! This is ridiculous! Let’s try one nore
actress and call it a day.

He | ooks at the list he has and his eyes w den.

JUDD APATOW
Sweet tits! Meryl Streep is here!

Enter Meryl Streep

MERYL STREEP
Hell o, how are you?

Paul Rudd gets up to read with Meryl.

JUDD APATOW
Excellent, Mss Streep. |It’s a pleasure to see you.

MERYL STREEP
Where am | reading fromtoday?

PAUL RUDD
This scene right here...
(pointing at script)
The femal e | ead’ s cl osi ng nonol ogue.

MERYL STREEP
Very good.

She puts on her glasses and starts readi ng.

MERYL STREEP
In the end, all we have is each other. | |ove the fact
that | can get up in the norning singing like a bird
and go to sleep each night in the arns of a man who
| oves me for who I am

Judd Apatow i s crying.
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JUDD APATOW
You are a |lifesaver, Meryl Streep. That was beautiful.

MERYL STREEP
Oh, nonsense. You're too kind.

Her phone rings.

MERYL STREEP
Ch, do excuse ne, it’'s ny agent.
(on phone)
Hel 1 0? Yes, I'’mthere now. \Wat do you nmean you're
here. 245B, right?
(to Judd)
What roomis this?

JUDD APATOW
345B

VERYL STREEP
Oh, dear.

(on phone)

She hangs up.

MERYL STREEP
| do apologize. It turns out |I have the wong room

JUDD APATOW

(yell'ing)
ARE YOU FUCKI NG KI DDI NG ME?

MERYL STREEP
|11 show nyself out, then.

She shuffl es out.

JUDD APATOW
yel l'i ng)
THIS IS BULLSHI T!

Judd Apatow throws his papers in frustration and
stornms off toward the back of the audience. He
ki cks open the theater doors on his way out.

PAUL RUDD
(to Kristen)
You wanna get |unch?

KRI STEN BELL
Yeah, let’s get out of here.

They wal k out.



Li ghts down.
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