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FADE | N:

| NT. DRUG STORE - DAY
Cl ose-up of COSMOPCLI TAN MAGAZI NE.

SAM (O S.)
You know that’'s really fucking
weird, right?

Pull out to reveal WLL, a 20-year-old coll ege student,
readi ng Cosno at the nmagazine rack. He's slightly
overwei ght, but above-average | ooking, although ungrooned
and wearing a t-shirt and gym shorts. Beside himis SAM
anot her col | ege-aged nmal e, | ooki ng confused.

W LL
What, that | read Cosnp?
SAM
Yeah. Weird.
W LL
For your information, | find the

articles in this nmagazi ne very
informative. This nagazi ne knows
men better than we know oursel ves

Sam grabs the magazine fromW I I’ s hands.

SAM

(readi ng)
"Ki nky Sex: 25 new ways to arouse
your man"...What can you possibly

be learning fromthis, WII?

W1l grabs the magazi ne back.

W LL
| admt, some of what is in here is
a load of crap. But | think they
have sonme good stuff in here that

guys |ike me could use.

W1l puts the nmagazi ne back and they wal k to the checkout
counter. Sam puts a box of popsicles on the counter.

SAM
Quys |i ke you? What does that
nmean? You're a pussy. You're
afraid to ask a girl out.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

W LL
Not true. |I'mwaiting for the
right girl.

SAM

Whatever. You're a pussy. |11
give you all the advice you
need. Get drunk, go to a party,
talk to a girl, and start nmaking
out. it’s the college way.

W LL
A) | don’t drink. B) You know I'm
not that kind of guy.

SAM
That’ s your problem WII. You're
t oo goddamm ni ce.

I NT. ZOE'S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Sam and WIIl enter. Sam puts the popsicles on the
table. ZOE conmes out of her room and gives Sam a ki Ss.
then grabs a popsicle and turns to WII.

ZOE
Samand | are going to a party
tonight, WII. You should cone.
W LL

| don’t know, Zo. You know ne.

ZCE
Yes, and that’s why I'minviting
you. You need to get out.

W LL
| don’t know. | have to work
tomorrow. And | have a paper due
Monday.
(beat)
Plus, | don’t |ike being your third
wheel .
WLL S POV

Saminmtates getting drunk, talking to a girl, and naki ng
out with her. He stops and winks at WII.

She



BACK TO SCENE
WIl and Zoe still talking.

ZCE
['l1l invite Emma, then.

W LL
Sure, invite ny cousin to be ny
date. Sounds like nmy junior prom

| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

WIll’'s cousin, EMVA, eats lunch with a BOY, seated across
from each ot her

EMVA

Can | tell you sonething?
BOY

Sur e.
EMVA

W’ ve been spending a |lot of tine
together lately. And | really like
you.

BOY
| really like you, too. I|I'mreally
glad we’re friends.

EMVA
| was sort of hoping we could be
nore than friends.

BOY
You're friendship is too inportant
tonme. | don't want to ness that

up.
Emma | ooks at him fighting back tear, and continues to eat.

FADE TO BLACK

TI TLE: "YOU SHOCK ME ALL NI GHT LONG'
CUT TGO



I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - DAY

WIl is watching TV on his couch. Emm enters. Her makeup
is sneared. She’s been crying.

W LL
You | ook awf ul .

EMVA
Thank, jackass. Just what | wanted
to hear right now

W LL
|"msorry. You know what |
mean. \What happened?

EMVA
| told himhow | feel.

W LL
And he he wasn’'t interested.

EMVA
(in a nocking tone)
My friendship is too inportant to
hi m

WIIl gives Enma a hug. She starts crying.

W LL

You wanna know sonet hi ng?
EMVA

What ?
W LL

Al nen are idiots. Al of
us. Mor ons.

- EMA
(gi ggl es)
You shoul d know, huh?
W LL
Hey, there.
(beat)
Did Zoe invite you to go to a party
toni ght ?
EMVA
Yeah. | don’t know, though.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
| think we should go. It’s Friday
in Ann Arbor. Let’s go out.

CUT TGO

| NT. HOUSE PARTY - NI GHT

A crowded room dimy lit with nusic blaring. Sam and Zoe
dance in the crowd.

W11l wal ks around the room hol ding a water bottle and
| ooki ng out of place in an oversized t-shirt and gym
shorts. Enmma cones up and taps himon the shoul der.

EMVA
WIl! Dance with ne!

W LL
(shaki ng his head: no)
| don’t dance.

EMVA
(drunkenly)
Ch ny God, you' re so dunb.

Sam and Zoe take a break from dancing. Zoe wal ks over to
WIl while Sam goes to get drinks.

ZCE
|’ mnot gonna lie, WIIl. You're
the creepy guy in the corner right
NOW.

EMVA

l"mtrying to tell himto dance,
but he won’t.

Zoe and Emma each grab one of WIIl's arnms and drag himinto
the cromd. In addition to Zoe and Enma, there are |east a
dozen attractive girls in the near vicinity.

Wl stands notionless and afraid. He whispers to Zoe.
W LL
(whi speri ng)
| don’t like this.
ZOE

Just dance. Mbve
sonet hi ng.  Anyt hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

WIIl attenpts to dance but clearly has no clue what he is
doing. People start to stare and |augh at him Sam cones
up frombehind WIIl and pulls himout of the crowd.

Sam hands will a cup.

SAM
Drink this, please. You're
enbar rassi ng yoursel f.

W LL
No, | don't drink, Sam

SAM
(rolling his eyes)
Fine. But listen to ne.

Sam put his hand on WII’s shoul der.

SAM ( CONT’ D)
There are a ton of drunk bitches
here | ooking for a guy. Be that
guy, WIIl. Go talk to sonebody.

W LL
l...1...don"t know who.

SAM S POV

Two girls standing by the drink table talking to each
other. Both are fairly attractive: one blond, one brunette.

BACK TO SCENE
Sam points to the girls.

SAM
You see those girls over
there. Cdearly they' re here
alone. Notice the absence of
men. You like brunettes.

W LL
How do you know t hat ?

SAM
| pay attention and you re easy to
read, ny friend. Go talk to the
brunette. Introduce yourself. Ask
what her major is. Sonething
sinple. Do it.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
| don’t |ike this. l...

SAM

(interrupting WII)
Don’t nake nme angry. Go.

WIl starts wal king hesitantly.
SAM
(yell'ing)
Go, dammt!
WIIl walks up to the brunette girl.

W LL
Hey.

BRUNETTE
Hi .

He sticks out his hand to shake hands.

W LL
WIll. Hows it goin?

The girls each shake his hand, smling politely.

BRUNETTE
Good. Geat party. Wo do you
know here?

W LL
| canme with ny friend Zoe
Stevens. She knows soneone who
lives here | think.

BRUNETTE
Ahh.

Ankwar d sil ence.

W LL
What are you studyi ng?

BRUNETTE
|’ ma dance mmj or.

W LL
Oh, that’s really cool

More awkward sil ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUNETTE
Well, it was nice to neet you,
W I

W LL
Li kew se.

The girls slowy wal k away. WII| returns to Sam

W LL
| thought that went well.
SAM
Real | y? What was her nane?
W LL
It was, uh...
(beat)
Shit.
SAM
Next time.

| NT. RECORD STORE - N GHT

WIIl is finishing up a day at work. Hi s boss, RANDY, an
elderly hippie man, is the only other person in the store.

W LL
Randy, |1’ m done for the day. 1’1l
see you Tuesday.

RANDY
Yep, see you then, kid.

WIIl grabs his coat, punches his tinmecard, and wal ks
out si de.

EXT. RECORD STORE - CONTI NUOUS

Zoe is waiting outside for WII.

W LL
What are you doi ng here?

ZCE

| thought I'd wal k home with
you. Don’'t be so upset to see ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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They wal k

W I

isS Si

W LL
| " mnot upset. Pleasantly
surprised, actually. How was your
day?

ZCE
Fine. Slept in late. Wnt to the
library for a few hours. How was
wor k?

W LL
|’ mworried about Randy. Not too
many record stores stay in business
t hese days. Poor old man has
not hi ng el se.

Z0E
s he marri ed?

W LL
No. He lives alone. He brought a
dog in |ast week, but for all we
know he found it on the street
com ng in.

ZCE
That is sad.

down the street.

ZCE
Listen, WIIl, | need to talk to you
about sormet hi ng.

W LL
Ht ne.

ZCE
Well, you re ny best friend, and I
want to see you happy. | know you

better than anyone, and | know t hat
you hate being single. Don't tell
me it’s not true.

lent for a noment.

W LL
Yeah. You're right. You're
absol utely right.

ZCE
Wll, we need to work on that.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

10.

W LL
| don’t know if I'’mready to work
on that just yet.

ZOE
WIIl, seriously. You' re 20 years
old. You're in college. You need
tolive alittle.

W LL
It’s not that easy.

ZOE
Wiy? What is so hard?

W LL
You and Sam dated in high
school. You cone to coll ege and
you' re already set. It was easier
for you.

ZCE
That doesn’t answer ny question at
all.

W LL

|’ mnot the kind of guy who' s going
to go to a party and get drunk and

nmeet a girl that way. That’s just

not who I am 1’ m an ol d-fashi oned
guy. Wat ever happened to di nner

and a novie?

ZOE
That’s fine. Al that's fine. So
you neet a girl in class. Join
sone groups. You have to be
proactive about this.

W LL
| know.

ZCE
Don't say 'I know.’ Just do it.

W LL
|’ ve never dated. |’ve never asked
agirl out. | don’t know what to
say or do.

ZOE

Let nme help you, then. But | can’t
pick a girl out for you, and I

( MORE)
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ZCE (cont’d)
can’t help if you you' re not
wlling tolet ne. So when you' re

ready, let nme know.

W LL
Fi ne.

They conti nue wal ki ng.

I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - LATER THAT NI GHT

WIIl is asleep in his bed. It’s dark. A glowing digita
clock reads 2:15 am

The phone rings. WII| wakes up and searches in the darkness
for his phone. He finds it.

W LL
Hel | 0?

ZCE (V.0)
WIIl? Are you awake?

W LL

(hal f-asl eep)

Clearly.

ZCE (V.0)
WIl, will you cone pick us up,
pl ease?

W LL
Who's "us?"

ZCE
My friend and I. Pl ease?

W LL

Yeah. Text ne the address.

WIIl hangs up. He flips on the lights. As he puts on
war mer cl ot hes, he munbles to hinself.

W LL
(munbl i ng)
|’ mway to nice.



12.

EXT. HOUSE PARTY - NI GHT

WIl pulls up in his car: a new Mustang. Zoe cones running
out of the house. Wth her is her friend, MA. Mais
pretty, with long brown hair, wearing a dress and nake- up.

| NT. MUSTANG - NI GHT

The girls get in the car. Ma gets in first and clinbs in
the back seat. Zoe sits up front.

Wl starts driving away.

ZCE
WIIl, thank you so nuch. | owe you
big time.
(to Ma)
This is WII. He's ny best friend,

and he cones to pick ne up from
parties because he doesn’t drink.

M A
That’s awfully nice of you, WII.
W LL
Thank you.
ZCE
(drunkenly)
Ch ny God, I'msorry. |I'm

drunk. WII, thisis Ma. She's
my friend. She’s cool.

W LL
Nice to neet you, Ma
MA
Ni ce to neet you, too.
W LL
Zo, where am | taking you guys.
ZCE
Hone.
MA

Can you take nme to ny
apartnent? |It’s on State just
sout h of canpus.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
Oh, perfect. That’'s on ny way to
nmy apartment, so I’'|ll take Zoe hone

first.

I NT. MJSTANG - LATER

Zoe gets out and waves to WIl and Ma. Ma clinbs into the
front seat, and WII drives off.

MA
So, how do you know Zoe?

W LL
| met her and her boyfriend, Sam
freshman year at orientation. W

all lived in the same dorm and hung
out a lot.

M A
Cool .

She pull out her vibrating phone.

M A
Sorry, | think it’s so rude when
people text while they're trying to
have a conversation but | really
need to answer this.

W LL
No probl em

WIIl turns on the radio. AC/ DC s "You Shook Me Al Ni ght
Long" is playing.

MA
Oh ny God. This is ny all-tinme
favorite song.

W LL
No it isn't.
M A
Yes it is!
W LL
(excited)

No way! This is actually ny
all-tinme favorite song. No
j oke. Number one.

( CONTI NUED)
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M A
That is too funny. | LOVE
AC/ DC. They are the greatest band
ever.

W LL

| just gained a whole |ot of
respect for you, Ma. Not a |ot of
girls admt right away that they

| ove AC/ DC.

M A
Wll | amnot afraid to admit it.

They listen to the song. WII plays the drum beat on his
steering wheel and Ma air guitars. They sing the chorus
t oget her enphatically.

WLL AND M A
You. .. Shook ne all night |ong!

M a' s phone buzzes again. WIIl turns down the nmusic. Ma
grunts in frustration as she texts.

W LL
You okay, there?

MA
It’s this guy. He just got back
into town tonight and asked ne if |
wanted to neet up. But | was
busy. I’'Il just text him back
|ater. So what are you studying?

W LL
|’ ma nusic conposition mgjor. |
pl ay piano and druns. | work at a
record store downtown, Randy’s.
MA
Record stores are still around?
W1l | aughs.
W LL

Barely. W' re struggling.

MA
That sucks. Ch, turn right up here
and it’s the first building.

WIIl turns the car into Ma’'s apartnent conplex parking |ot.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

W LL
Hey, do you have any water up
there? |I'mreally thirsty.
MA

Yeah, cone on up

Wl parks the car and they get out.

I NT. M A S APARTMENT - MOVENTS LATER
WIl and Ma wal k in.

M A
Sit down.

WIIl sits at her kitchen table. He |ooks around the room as
Ma pours a glass of water. he notices a pair of AC/ DC
records on the wall.

W LL
| like the way you’ ve decorated the
pl ace.

He points to the records. She smles, hands himthe gl ass
and sits down at the table with him

M A
| told you I | ove AC/ DC
W LL
| minpressed.
(beat)
So, how was that party tonight?
MA
Boring, actually. A lot of church
girls.
W LL
Ew.
M A
| know, right?
W LL
So why didn't you text that guy
back?
M A
|’ mnot sure what his deal is. You
know, | kinda think he |ikes ne but
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

M A (cont’d)
|’ mnot really sure, because we’ ve
been hanging out and I nean, | I|ike
him sort of. | don’t know. |I'm

not sure if we're friends or nore
than friends, you know?

W LL
What did he say when he first
texted you tonight?

M a takes out her phone and slides it across the table to
WII.
M A
Here, read it. The ones from
Jar ed.

W1l studies the phone for a second and slides it back.

W LL

Oh, he definitely wants it.
M A

What ?
W LL

He sent you a text at 1:30 amthat
said, "what are you up to?" And
you already told nme he just got
back into town tonight.

M A
So?

W LL
When the first thing a guy does
when he gets to town, that’s a good
si gn. And whenever a guy texts a
girl at 1:30 am aski ng what she’s
up to, he’s definitely interested
in being nore than friends.

M A
But . ..
W LL
l"ma guy. Trust ne.
M A
(cauti ously)

kay. . .

WIIl finishes his water.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
| should go. It's late. Thank you
very much for the water

M A
Thank you for the ride.

WI Il stands up and wal ks toward the door.
W LL
It was really nice to neet you
Ma. Hopefully I'Il see you again
soon.

Ma smles.

I NT. ZOE' S APARTMENT - DAY

Zoe gets up to answer a knock at the door. She opens
it. It’s WIIl and Emmma.
ZOE
| lIike how you guys show up
uni nvi ted whenever you feel I|ike
it.
W LL

She needed m | k.

EMVA
And | thought while we were in the
nei ghbor hood we’ d stop by.

Z0E
Well conme on in.

They walk in. WIIl spots Ma sitting on Zoe's couch.

W LL
(to Ma)
Hey t here!
MA
WIIl! | was just asking Zoe for

your nunber. After you left |ast
weekend, | texted that guy back.

W LL
Jared, right?

( CONTI NUED)
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MA
Yeah. And we finally hung out | ast
night. And, well, | owe you a big
t hank you.

W LL
What for?

M A

Let’s just say you were right, and
| ast night was a very good ni ght

for ne.
EMVA
Ckay, spill, Ma.
W LL
(to Emma)
You guys know each ot her?
EMVA
(matter-of -factly)
Yes.
W LL
Onh.
(to Ma)

" m Emma’ s cousi n

MA
Ch, small world. Anyway, Em after
di nner he took ne back to his
pl ace. And we were watching sone
novie. | don’t even renenber what
it was. And he | eaned over and
said that | snelled really nice,
and then he said he Iiked ne. Long
story short, we made out for like
an hour. On his bed.

Emma and Zoe start squealing and giggling. They sit around
Ma to get nore details. WII stands in the adjacent

ki tchen not paying any attention. He's clearly
unconf ort abl e.

After a mnute, Zoe gets up.

ZOE

Can | get anyone sonething to eat.
EMVA

Yes, | could eat a cow.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZCE
You're a vegetari an.
EMVA
Vll, that is how hungry | am
ZCE
M a, anyt hing?
MA
No, |’ m gonna take off,
actually. | have a lot to
do. 1'Il see you all later
M a | eaves.
ZCE
WIl, do you want an onelette?
W LL

Sure, thank you.
Zoe starts cooking.

ZCE
(to WII)
How was the first week of class?

EMVA
(i nterrupting)
Brutal. | feel like |I just shot in
my vagina. | have a test, already,
on Monday. | have homework in four
of ny five classes and |’ m al ready
lost in half of them

WIIl gives her a |ook: vagi na?

I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - THAT NI GHT

Emma and WI Il are doi ng honeworK.

EMVA
| just had the best fucking idea
ever.

W LL

Hi gh-definition shower TV.

EMVA
No.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
Oh.

EMVA
It’'s one week into the senester. I
t hi nk we need sonething to | ook
forward to.

W LL
Ckay. . .

EMVA

An end-of senester party. But not
just any party. A classy

party. Everybody dresses

up. Everyone has a date. W'l
get chanpagne and decorate really
nice. W can do it here.

W LL
| love this idea. You know | | ove
dr essi ng up.

EMVA
Hel | s yeah.

W LL
One tiny problem though. You and
| have never dated anyone. How can
we throw a date party, when we're
likely to both go al one?

EMVA
We can’t go al one then.

WIIl gets quiet.

EMVA
Yes, WIIl, we’'re doing it.
W LL
| m exci ted.
W11l 1ooks nervous. Emm runs upstairs. WII pull out his

phone and send a text to Zoe:

WLL S PHONE

To Zoe: "lI’mready to take you up on your offer.”



21.

EXT. CAWMPUS BU LDI NG - DAY
Zoe and WIIl wal k out of class together.

W LL
Did you get nmy text last night?

Z0E
Yes | did. It’'s Ma, isn't it?

W LL
How di d you know?

ZCE
Yest erday when she was tal king
about that Jared guy. You | ooked
really unconfortable. If Emma or |
tal k about guys to you, you don’'t
t hink anything of it. You like
her.

Wl doesn’t answer.

ZOE
| can’t help you until you answer.

W LL
Fine. You caught nme.

ZOE
Good. Well, first thing s
first. She's single. This Jared
guy is just a hook-up. He likes
her, but | don’t think she s that
i nterested.

W LL
Good to know.

ZOE
But you have to make a nove. You
said you're a dinner and a novie
ki nda guy, so invite her to dinner
and a novie. Don't call it a
date. Just ask her if she wants to
see a novie sonetine and grab a
bite to eat first. Keep it casual

W LL
Casual , got it.

Zoe and WIIl start to wal k opposite directions.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZC0E
And WII, don't wait on it.

Zoe wal ks back toward WII.

ZCE
You don’t even have her
nunber. Let ne put it in your
phone.

Zoe types on WIIl’'s phone.

ZCE
Now, you can do it.

W LL
Should | call or text her?

ZCE
Text is fine. She has your nunber,
t hough, so if you call her she’l
know it’s you. |If that hel ps.

W LL
It does. | hate calling soneone
and not being sure if they know
it’'s ne.

ZOE
| know. 1’'Il see you |ater.

She wal ks of f.

I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - THAT NI GHT
WI| paces his room

SAM (0. S.)
Quit being a pussy.

W LL
Fi ne.

W1l dials a nunber on his phone.
W LL

(on phone)
Hel | 0?

22.



23.

| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION: WLL'S/ M A S APARTMENTS

M A
Hel l 0? WII?
W LL
Yeah. How s it going?
MA
Good! Just, you know, doing
honmewor k.
W LL

Story of ny life.

Anwkward silence. Sam notions for WIIl to say sonething.

W LL
Hey, listen, the reason | called is
| wanted to ask you sonet hi ng.
M A
Go ahead.
W LL
Wll, I was wondering if you had
any plans this weekend.
M A
Un not that | know of.
W LL
Wel |, have you ever seen Funny
Peopl e with Adam Sandl er ?
MA
| don’t think so.
W LL
Wll, I really liked it. But |

went to go see it by nyself in the
theater. And it’s kind of
depressing, so it was really sad
bei ng there al one.

MA
(1 aughi ng)
That’ s really funny, actually.

W LL
No, what’'s funny is that | went
back the next weekend and saw it
again. Al one.

( CONTI NUED)
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M A
(1 aughi ng nore)
That’s really sad, WII.

W LL
| know. So, anyway, |’m planning
on going to see the new Sherl ock
Hol mes novi e Friday night, and was
wondering if you d like to cone,

too. So that, you know, |’ m not
being a | oser going to novies al one
anynor e.
M A
| think I'd enjoy that.
(j oki ng)

Anything to prevent you from being
a | oser again.

W LL
(1 aughs)
Oh, and maybe we coul d get a quick
di nner bef or ehand?

M A
Yeah. Text ne Friday and we’ ||
figure something out. Thanks for
the invite, WII.

W LL
No problem
M A
Alright. So Friday it is.
W LL
Yep. See you then.
MA
kay.
W LL
Alright, talk to you soon,
M A
Al right. Bye.
W LL

CGoodbye.

W1l hangs up.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
(to Sam
How d | do?

SAM
The conversation was good. You
were snooth. But, bro. W need to
wor k on sayi ng goodbye. That was
enbarrassing. | thought you were
never gonna hang up.

W LL
Sayi ng goodbye is awkwar d.

SAM
No, not really.

W LL
Yeah, it’s sonething that takes
rhythm You have to establish a
goodbye rhythm wi t h anot her person,
and this was our first time on the
phone toget her.

Samrolls his eyes.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

WIl and Ma are seated at a nice, but casual,

restaurant. Their attire matches the restaurant. They’ ve
al ready been served and have several plates of food on the
table. They' re seated next to a w ndow.

M A
You know what | like to do
sonetinmes? | like to watch people
wal k by through a wi ndow and make
up a story for them

A bal d, m ddl e-aged man wal ks by.
MA
That guy: recently divorced used
car sal esman.

A m ddl e-aged wonman dressed in heavy makeup and extravagant
cl ot hi ng wal ks by.

M A
Cougar. Your turn.

A hi gh school couple wal ks by hol di ng hands.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
They’ ve been dating a nonth or
two. He wants to take it to the
next | evel at Honmecom ng, but she
doesn’t think so.

M A
Good work. You, uh, have a | ot of
experience with this Homecom ng sex

busi ness?
W LL
(1 aughi ng)
No. |’ve actually never really
been on a date, | guess.

For the remai nder of the conversation, WIIl and Ma face
each other. WII| stares affectionately at Ma, who doesn’t
seemto notice.

M A
Yeah, | don’t really date. |’ m not
ready for that yet.

W LL
What nekes you say that?

MA
|”’mjust not ready to be commtted
to soneone, and have to worry about
one person all the tine. It’s just
- this sounds awful.

W LL
What ?

M A
It just seens |ike too nmuch of a
hassl e. And, honestly

(beat)

Never m nd.
W LL

No, now you have to tell ne.
M A

No, | don’t want you to judge ne.
W LL

Ma, I'"mthe | east judgnental

person you will ever neet. Try ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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W |

nods

M A
Ckay, you prom se?

W LL
Prom se.

MA
Right now, | just like...Il don't
know how to say this.
(beat)
| like hooking up with guys, but I
don’t want a rel ationship.

al ong.

M A
Does that make ne sound |i ke a
slut? | don’'t have sex with
them | just like alittle

physi cal intinmacy wthout any
conmi t ment .

W LL
No. That’s normal at this age, |
t hi nk.

MA
| don’t know. \What about you? Wy
haven’t you dated?

He doesn’'t want to answer, so is brief.

The waitress brings the check and a box for |eftovers.

W LL
| don’t know. Just hasn’t happened
yet, | suppose.

(changi ng the subj ect)
| have an odd question: Wen you' re
done eating, do you | eave
everything on the table as it is or
do you clean it up a little
bit? Enpty the glasses into one,
stack plates, that kind of stuff.

MA
| like to clean it up alittle
bit. It always seens like the

right thing to do.

W LL
Interesting. M, too.

27.

W |

and M a start boxing food and stacking plates and cl eani ng
their table off.
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EXT. RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER

WIl and Ma walk fromthe restaurant to the novie
theater. A HOVELESS MAN sits on the ground on the sidewal k
with a cup in his hand.

HOVELESS MAN
(to WII)
Hey, brother, can you spare a
dol l ar?
W LL
|’msorry. | don’t have any cash
onnme. |I'mreally sorry.
HOVELESS MAN

How about your |eftovers?

W LL
Sure, they’ re yours.

W1l hands himthe box of |eftovers.

HOVELESS MAN
Thanks, brother.

W LL
No problem Have a good night!

WIl and M a keep wal ki ng.

W LL
Were you going to eat that? | feel
bad, | shoul d ve asked you.

M A
No. | thought that was really

sweet. You're a nice guy, WII.

They arrive and enter the novie theater.

| NT. MUSTANG - LATER THAT NI GHT
WIl is dropping Ma off at hone after the novie.
MA
Thanks for the invite, again,
WIl. | had fun.

W LL
O course. Me too. Thanks for
com ng.
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She exits

29.

M A
Hey, Sunday nights | go to the gym
and work out. Text me if you wanna
cone.

W LL
Sounds good!

the car and waves good- bye.

| NT. LI BRARY - DAY

Zoe and WIIl study at a table in he library. Zoe is taking
notes froma textbook, but uses |arge posterboards instead
of a not ebook.

Zoe gives

W LL
That is insanely |arge paper.
ZOE
| like taking notes on big
paper. | don’t know why.
W LL
It’s weird. But in a charm ng way,
| suppose.
ZCE
Thank you?
W LL

That was a conplinment, vyes.

ZCE
Ah. So are you gonna tell ne how
| ast ni ght went?

W LL
It was good. W ate, we tal ked, we
wat ched a novi e.
(imtating The Godf at her)
Bada- boom Bada- beam

hima | ook: You' re bothering ne.
ZCE
I f you want ny help, WIIiam

you' re going to need to be nore
specific.
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W LL
She tal ked about how she’s not
| ooking for a relationship right
now, and how she just wants to nake
out with guys. But she did invite
me to the gym

ZOE
You should go. She |ikes the
gym She invited Emma and I,
too. That’s a good place to be

social. There's a lot |less
pressure at the gym It sounds
i ke last night went well, though.
W LL
| had fun.
ZCE

Good. Good first step, WIlliam

| NT. RECORD STORE - DAY

WIIl is at work with Randy and two ot her enpl oyees, JOSH and
GABE. WII is stocking shelves, being foll owed by Ema.

EMVA
So there’ s this guy.

W LL
Don’t you have better things to do
t han bother nme at work?

EMVA
No.

W LL
|’mat work. |’ m busy.

EMVA
| got real fucking problems with ny
life and you' re too busy at this
fucking store that nobody ever
cones to. WII, nobody gives a
shit about records anynore.

RANDY
| heard that, young | ady.
EMVA
(qui eter)

| met this guy. Aaron. Super
nice. W’ve been hanging out. He
( MORE)
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I NT. GYM -
WIil, Ma,

Zoe grabs
al one.

31.

EMVA (cont’d)
tells me the other day that he
st opped playing XBOX with his
buddies to call nme. That's good,
right?

W LL
(to Josh and Gabe)
Did we get that new Skynyrd
conpi lation in?

JOSH AND GABE

No.

EMVA
Are you paying any attention to ne,
asshol e?

W LL
Aaron, XBOX. Yes, | think he |ikes
you.

EMVA

Good. That's what | thought.

NI GHT
Zoe, and Emma congregate in the gym hal |l way.

M A
|’ mgoing to go hop on a bike for
awhi | e and then do sone ab
wor k. What are you guys doi ng?

EMVA
| | ove the bikes.

Emma’'s arm She wants WIIl and Ma to work out

EMVA
But, on second thought, | think I'm
gonna hit the track today.

ZCE
"1l join her. W'’I| see you two in
an hour or so?

M A
Sounds |ike a plan.

Zoe and Enma wal ks away.
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W LL
| guess I'll go with you.

MA
What do you normally do here?

W LL
| haven't really been in awhile, to
tell the truth.

M A
Well 1’1l show you around.

| NT. CARDI O ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Ma and WIIl are on stationary bikes. Ma has her
headphones in doesn’t pay attention to WII. WIIl notices

he’ s goi ng nuch slower than she is and picks up the pace to
i npress her.

I NT. GYM MAT ROOM - LATER

Aroomwth mats on the floor. Ma and WII |ay down on the
ground near each other. Ma directs WII.

M A

So we go seven minutes,
non-stop. Follow ny | ead.

MONTAGE - AB WORKOUT

1) M a does crunches effortlessly while WII breaks every
few seconds.

2) WII watches in confusion as Ma does a nore conplicated
tw st-sit-up

3) WII is sweating profusely and breathing heavily,
resting, as Ma is still going strong.
BACK TO SCENE
M a ends the workout.
M A

(panti ng)
What’ d you t hi nk?
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W LL
That was difficult for ne. You're
qui te inpressive.

MA
You' || get there. Just keep
working at it.

| NT. RECORD STORE - DAY

WIll, Gabe, Josh, and Randy are at work in the enpty record

store. The door rings. A custoner. |It’s Sam

W LL

Hey | ook who it is!
SAM

Oh, yeah | forgot you worked here.
W LL

Yep, | do. \Were have you been
SAM

Around. Hey, word on the street is
that you re hanging out a lot with
that M a chi ck.

W LL
Alittle bit, yeah
SAM
How s that goin?
W LL
| don’t know. I"ma fan of the

sl ow pl ay, you know.

SAM
Dude, you gotta tap that.
W LL
Ckay, | think we’re done here.
SAM
Seriously. She’'s hot, dude. Get
on that.
W LL
| have to nake a phone call, now,
Sam
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SAM
Fine. They got nothing here |
i ke, anyway.

Sam | ooks around for a nonent and then | eaves.
W1l pulls out his phone.

W LL
Randy, is it alright if I nmake a
qui ck personal call?

RANDY
(nonchal antly)
What ever.

WIIl dials a nunber.

MA (V.0)
Hey, what’s up?

W LL
Not hing. Hey, will you be busy in
i ke half an hour?

MA (V.Q)
No. \Wy?
W LL
| need your nuscl es.
MA (V.Q)
WIl, I'"'m5 3" and can barely carry
nmy backpack.
W LL

Can you neet ne outside the record
store in thirty mnutes?

MA (V.0)
Sur e.

EXT. RECORD STORE - THI RTY M NUTES LATER

Ma wal ks up. WII sets two boxes of used records on the
gr ound.

W LL
| need to carry these to nu
car. They’'re heavy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 35.

M A
Where' s your car.

WIIl points about twenty yards away to his car.
MA

You called ne out here to carry a
box of records fromhere to there?

W LL
You live three blocks away. |
wanted to see you.

They each pick up a box and carry it to WIIl’s car.

W LL

What are you doi ng tonight?
M A

Not hi ng.
W LL

Good.

EXT. FUN PARK - NI GHT

WIll and Ma are mniature golfing. WIIl is lining up for a
three foot putt.
MA
(just as WIIl is wi nding up)
So, | hung out with Jared again

[ ast night.

WIll's three foot putt goes wde by a foot and rolls down a
sl ope several feet past the hole.

W LL
(nervously)
How d that go?

M A
He is seriously so nice. He's a
ot like you. He bought ne dinner
and gave ne his coat when we were
wal ki ng back to his place.

W LL
Sounds |ike a nice guy.

M a sinks her putt.
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M A
Yeah. | wanted to make out with
again, but I had to | eave right
away.

W LL
(sarcastically)
That is great to hear.

M A
|’ msorry, | shouldn’t tal k about
this kind of stuff.

WIIl tries to hit his ball back up the slope,
hit hard enough and rolls back down to where it started.

| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

WIIl and Zoe eat |unch together.

Zoe doesn’
response,

ZOE
| can see where you' re upset.

W LL
Yeah. Should | back out? It seens
like she really likes this guy.

ZCE
No. You need to nove faster
t hough. And you need to nake your
intentions clearer to her.

W LL
Faster. | can do that. That

remnds nme, did | tell you Sam cane

in the store yesterday?

ZC0E
No.

W LL
Yeah. For a m nute anyway.

but

36.

it was not

t seemto care. WII |ooks at her and waits for a

but she doesn’t speak.

W LL
'l make her dinner. Grls |ike
that, right?
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ZC0E
Yes. Good i dea.

I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - THAT NI GHT

WIl is making dinner for Ma. She is sitting on his couch
wat chi ng TV.
W LL
What are you going to be for
Hal | oween.
M A
Zoe, Emma, and | are going as the
Spice Grls.
W LL
Ni ce.
MA
What about you?
W LL
It’s cliche, but 1’'mgoing to be a
gangster. |’ve got a vest and a
fedorah and a plastic gun.
M A
Yeah, that is cliche. But it
wor ks.
W LL
So which Spice Grl wll you be?
MA
One of the Melanies. | forget

whi ch i s which.

A FEW M NUTES LATER

WIIl puts dinner on the table. Ma joins himand they sit
down.

W LL
This is ny nonis bal sam ¢ chicken
recipe. |It’s healthy, put tastes

really good, if you ask ne.

Ma takes a bite,
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M A
Ww, it is good. Thanks, by the
way, for doing this.

W LL
You' re nost certainly wel cone,
young | ady.

M a | ooks at him confused.

W LL
My boss, Randy. | call him Uncle
Randy as a joke. On the rare
occassion a young girl walks into

the store, he says that. It rubs
of f on ne.
M a giggl es.
W LL
| thought we’'d watch a novie
later. 1’1l nake popcorn. | have

sone ice creamin the fridge, too.
M A
|"d |l ove that.
MONTAGE - MOVIE - LATER THAT NI GHT
1) WIl and Ma are eating popcorn, watching a novie on
WIll’s couch. They are sitting close together but not
t ouchi ng.

2) Ma and WIIl both reach for popcorn at the sane tine and
qui ckly renove their hands.

3) WII and M a laughing hysterically at a scene in the
novi e.

4) M a yawns and rests her head on WII’s shoul der.

5) WII and M a both sleeping, cuddling.

I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Emma is doing homework. WIIl is trying on his Hall oween
costune, with a dress shirt and vest.

EMVA
Hal | oween i s next weekend.
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WI11’s phone rings.

Long.

W LL
| know. |'mjust trying it on.

EMVA
(rolling her eyes)
So about this party.

W LL
VWhat party?

EMVA
The end of the senester party we're
t hr ow ng

W LL
That’'s a nonth away!

EMVA
Yes, exactly. W need to send out
Facebook invites soon so people can
get dresses and nice cl ot hes.

W LL
And dat es.

EMVA
| think I’mgoing to ask Aaron.

W LL
VWho' s Aaron?

EMVA
The XBOX guy.

W LL
My bad.

EMVA
He said the other day that nobody
makes ne | augh |i ke he does.

W LL
Good. |I'’m happy for you. Really,
| am

EMVA
Thanks.

39.

The ringtone is "You Shook Me All N ght
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EMVA
New ri ngt one?

W LL
Only for M a.

oyl (i nto phone)
y!

MA (V.QO)
Hey can you by any chance pick ne
and a couple friends up and take us
to a party?

W LL
Yeah, 1’'lIl be there in a m nute.
(to Emma)
CGotta go.

| NT. MJUSTANG - NI GHT

WIIl pulls up to Ma' s apartnent. Ma enters the car with
two other girls, KAREN and MAUREEN.

M A
Thanks, WII. By the way, these
are ny friends, Karen and Maureen.

W LL
Ni ce to neet you both.

M A
Quys, this is ny friend, WII.

The girls wave at WIlI but show no real interest in talking
to him He drives.

M A
(to WII)

What are you all dressed up for?

W LL
Oh, | was trying on ny Hall oween
costune. It’s only partial.
can't really tie a tie.

M A
Well, even without the tie, you
| ook very handsone.

W LL
Thank you.

WIl smles.
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I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - NI GHT

It is Hall oween night. The roomis decorated w th punpkins,
orange |ights, and bags of candy. The girls (Ms, Zoe, and
Emma) are getting ready to go out.

Down the hall from Ema’s bedroom where the girls are, is
WLL, watching television on the couch. He’'s wearing a dress
shirt and unbuttoned vest. A fedora and untied tie are
besi de hi mon the couch.

MA (QS.)
Questi on:

WIIl turns around and sees Ma standing in a plain t-shirt
and shorts.

W LL
Alittle under-dressed to be a
Spice Grl.

M A

Not ny question. M hair is the
guestion. Straight, or wavy?

W LL

Al ways wavy. Wavy is hot.
M A

You sure?
W LL

O course |’ m sure.
MA

They said | should go straight.
W LL

Then why are you asking nme?
MA

| wanted your opinion.
ZCE (O S.)

M a!

Ma turns and runs back down the hall. WII watches t.v.

again for a nmonent, then gets, wal ks to the kitchen, and
opens the fridge. He pulls out a can of pop.

Wl overhears the girls giggling down the hall and | ooks

toward Emm’s room He walks slowy down the hall. The
door is open, he hears themtal king, so he wal ks in.
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EMMA (O S.)

(yel l'ing)
Oh ny God, WII, get out!

CUT TO

Emma in a costune, half of her face in nakeup and her hair
undone. Zoe in her underwear, running to hide in the
closet. Ma wearing only the t-shirt, no pants but
underwear, holding a flat iron.

WIIl, enbarrassed, turns away quickly and covers his eyes,
but doesn’t | eave the room yet.
W LL
| didn't see anything, | swear!
ZCE

(in the closet)
Are you sure?

W LL
Yes, |I'’msure, | prom se!l
EMVA
WIl, why the hell are you in here?
W LL
The door was open, | heard you guys
talking, it didn’t occur to ne...
EMVA
Can you let us finish?
ZCE
(yell'ing)
WIl, get the fuck out of here, I'm
practically naked!
W LL
May | ask Ma a question first?
M A
What ?
W LL

WIIl you help ne tie ny tie please?

M A
Yes. Gve ne a few mnutes to get
ready, okay?

WIIl wal ks out, still covering his eyes, and the door closes
behi nd him
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I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - A FEW M NUTES LATER

The girls all cone out of the room dressed as the Spice

Grls.

EMVA
(in a British accent)
"Ello, |I'"m Enma.

ZOE
(in accent)
And I'’m Mel anie B

MA
(in accent)
| thought | was Ml anie B?

ZOE
(1 oses accent)
No, you're Melanie C. |I’m Mel ani e
B
M A
Onhhh okay.
W LL
(in aterrible English accent)
Oh, | see. But aren’t you | adies
mssing a pair? Were's Posh and
G nger?
EMVA
Posh is fucking David Beckham
ZOE
Dirty bitch.
MA

And | et’s be honest, nobody I|iked
G nger in the first place.

W LL
Ahh, | see.

EMVA
WIIl, that’s the worst God-dam
British accent |’ve ever heard in
my life. What the hell are you
supposed to be again, anyway?

W LL
| mthe Codf at her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 44,

Z0E
You woul d.

The girls go to the kitchen to start drinking.

A FEW M NUTES LATER

The girls are in the kitchen drinking. WIlIl is nearby on the
couch watching t.v.
M a wal ks away from Zoe and Emma toward WIlIl. She grabs
WIl's tie. WII stands up.
W LL
Thank you.
MA
No probl em

She puts the tie around his neck, pops his collar up,
buttons his top button, and starts tying the tie.

W LL

You want my opini on?
M A

On what ?
W LL

A few m nutes ago, you said you
wanted nmy opinion. Do you stil
want my opi ni on?

MA
Yeah, sure.
W LL
You | ook beautiful. You al ways

| ook beauti ful.

Ma, startled, stops tying the tie, but her eyes remain
| ocked on the tie. After a nonment, she | ooks up.

M A
Wiy are you so nice to ne?

W LL
(confident, but charm ng and
not cocky)
"’ mjust a nice guy.

Zoe notices Ma and WIIl having a nonent and notions for
Emma to watch.
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Ma finishes tying WIl’s tie.

W LL
Thank you.
M A
(still in mnor shock)
No, seriously, WII. | nean

this. Thank you.

EXT. MA'S APARTMENT - LATER THAT NI GHT

The Hal | oneen partying is over for the night. WII walks
Ma to the door of her conpl ex.

W LL
You want me to wal k you up?
MA
| m okay. Thanks t hough.
W LL
You sure?
MA

Yeah. Good night, WII.
She turns and opens the door.

WLL
Wai t .

She turns back around and | ets the door close again.

M A
What ?
W LL
| need to ask you sonet hi ng.
MA
Ckay. Ask.
W LL

Last weekend, when | picked you
up. You introduced ne to those
girls as your friend.

M A
Yeah, | renenber.
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M a nods,

Mais sil

46.

W LL
Well, | was wondering, because
we’ ve gotten pretty close now, and
we seemto get along, if maybe
we're nore than friends.

M A
WIl, I told you when we net...

W LL
Yeah, that bit about not dati ng.
know. But
(beat)
" mjust confused by our
rel ati onship.

M A
What do you want our rel ationship
to be WII?

W LL

(takes a deep breath. talks

sl ow y)
The ot her day, you said you
couldn’t talk when I called
you. You were studying for a
Spani sh test. You were stressing
out because that Spanish test was
really inmpportant to you. You
needed to devote a lot of tinme and
energy to that Spanish test because
you wanted to do well. You wanted
that test to be a success.

but waits for WIl to clarify his remarks.

W LL
You, Ma, are ny Spanish test. You
are inmportant to nme and I want to
devote tine and energy to making
this relationship successful. And
| know that you say you only like
meki ng out with guys but |
guar ant ee you that none of those
guys | ook at you the way | do.

ent . She stares at WIIl for a few seconds.

MA
You're right. None of them | ook at
me the way you do. When you told
me tonight I was beautiful..
(beat)

( MORE)
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M A (cont’d)

| knew that you really neant it.
W LL

| did. | nost definitely did.

Ma plays with her keys for a nonent.

M a | ooks

W LL

Ma, | don't knowif this is being
too forward or if it’s not
sonmet hi ng you say to someone. |’ve
never been in this situation
before. So |I'’mjust gonna say it.

(nervously)
|...want...you...to...be...ny

girlfriend.

at WII, at his tie, and |looks into his eyes.
M A

kay.
W LL

Ckay?
M A

kay, let’s be a couple.

I NT. VICTORIA'S SECRET - DAY

Zoe i s shopping for underwear. WII follows her.

Zoe turns

ZOE
| don’t believe a word of that
story.

W LL
It’s true. Al of it.

ZCE
You, WIlliam the king of doing
not hing, said "I want you to be ny

girlfriend?” And Ma, the queen of
the fear of commtnent, said yes.

W LL
Yes.

and | ooks directly at WII.
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ZOE
| am so happy for you

She gives hima hug and they hold it.

W LL
Do you think it’s weird that we're
hugging in a Victoria s Secret?

ZOE
No...okay nmaybe a little.

They rel ease the hug.

W LL
Are you crying?

Z0E
(crying)
W LL
What’ s wong?
Z0E
Sam and | haven't talked in two
weeks. And | don’t know why.

W LL
You need a pretzel.

I NT. WETZEL' S PRETZELS - DAY

Wl and Zoe eat pretzels at a table.

W LL
Di d anyt hi ng happen?

ZCE
No. Nothing specific.

W LL
Then, | don't get it.

ZCE

(crying)

We haven’t been good for awhil e,
WIl. He never wants to do
anyt hi ng anynore. He never cones
over; | have to go to his place if

| want to see him All he cares
about is school .
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(beat)
He told nme that he only thinks we
shoul d see each other once or tw ce

a week.
(angrier)

Because he needs space, and is
busy. |’mbusy, too! | work two
jobs! I'mtaking 18 goddam
credits!

W LL
| had no idea. Wy didn't you tel
me? You' re ny best friend, | want
to know when you’ re upset, Zo.

ZCE
| don’t know. | guess it was just

easier not to talk about it. Now I
don’t know what to do, though.

W LL
| can’t be the one to tell you what
to do, Zoe.

ZCE
But |1’ m asking you. | want your
opi ni on.

W LL

In my opinion, if soneone wants to
be in a relationship with soneone,
that neans they want to be with
that person, all the tinme. Once or
twice a week isn’t healthy.

ZCE
You' re right. Should | cal
hin? | need to either end this or
fix this, but I can’'t survive being
in linmbo anynore. [It’s killing ne.

W LL
Then, yes, call him Ask himto
nmeet and tal k things out.

CUT TO
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I NT. EMVA' S HOUSE - THAT NI GHT

Emma and WII are surveying the house.

EMVA
What an asshole. He really said
t hat ?

W LL
Yeah, according to Zoe.

EMVA
You know, | never |iked Sam He's
cocky. He’'s just a deuchebag.

W LL
Well, | think regardl ess of what
happens, she needs our support
ri ght now.

EMVA

| couldn’t agree nore.
Emma stares at her |iving room
EMVA

What do you think of a beer pong
tabl e up here?

W LL
No. Put it in the basenent.
EMVA
Yeah, | like that better. So you

and Ma are official now?

W LL
Thi s happened |i ke 15 hours ago,
how do you know?

EMVA
| know a guy.

W LL
What the fuck does that nean?

EMVA
Zoe told me.

W LL
But she didn't tell you about Sanf
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EMVA
No.

W LL
I nt eresti ng.

I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The phone rings. WII, in his pajamas, turns on the lights
and grabs his phone.

W LL
Hel | 0?

MA (V.Q)
Hey, what are you doi ng?

W LL
| was just going to bed. Wat’s
up?

MA (V.Q)
Come out with us.

W LL
Who' s ' us?’

MA (V.0)
My dad and |I.

W LL
You’' re going out with your dad?

MA (V.QO)
Yeah, he’s in town for the footbal
gane and wants to go bar
hoppi ng. 1’ve never drank in front
of him before but he says he wants
to buy nme drinks, and I know this
sounds terrible but I’mKkind of
scar ed.

W LL
Alright, text me where you' re at
and 1’1l neet you in a few
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I NT. BAR - A LITTLE WH LE LATER

WIIl walks in and sees Ma sitting with her father, BILL, at
a table. They stand up to greet WII.

MA
Dad, this is ny friend, WII.
Bill reaches out to shake WIIl’'s hand.
Bl LL
Nice to neet you, WIIl. Bill
Adans.
W LL
Nice to neet you M. Adans.
Bl LL
Pl ease, call nme Bill.
W LL
WI1l do.
They sit down.
Bl LL
WIl, let ne buy you a drink.
W LL
No thank you, sir. | drove here.
Bl LL
(rmocking WII)
Oh, | drove here.
M A
(to WIIl, to change the topic)

How was your day?

W LL
Good. After the game, | went to
the library and did honmework until
it was tine for bed. D d you guys
have fun today?

Bl LL
Did we ever! That ganme, nman. That
fuckin kid at quarterback. Wat a
cannon. God damm!

Bill pounds his fist on the table.
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M A
Yeah, it was a good day.

Bl LL
It’d be a better day if you two
quit being pansies and tried to
keep up with ne.

In front of Bill on the table are a half dozen or nore enpty
beer bottles. He is clearly intoxicated.
Bl LL
You know what | want? Chicken
W ngs!
M A
(1 aughi ng)
They don’t have chicken wi ngs here,
dad.
Bl LL
Well, | want chicken w ngs!
W LL
| wouldn’t m nd sone chicken w ngs
nysel f.
Bl LL
WAl TER!
MA
Dad, you're really loud! You need
to chill.
Bl LL
(whi speri ng)
| want the bill so we can go

sonepl ace el se.
Ma and WIIl giggle.
M A
VWell dad, let’'s be calmand wait
for the waiter to come over. Onh
| ook, there he is.
Ma notions for the waiter, but he doesn’'t see her.

Bl LL
This is bullshit.

Bill gets up and wal ks to the waiter, who is hel pi ng anot her
t abl e.
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W LL

Your dad is really funny.
MA

| know, he’'s pretty cool, right?
W LL

Yeah. | really like him

Bill returns and sits down.

MA

Success?
Bl LL

Yeah he’s com ng.

W LL
Where can we get wings at this
hour, though?

Bl LL
VWhat tine is it?

M A
[t'’s 1:30 am | don’t know where
to get chicken w ngs..

Bl LL
(slamm ng his fist on the
t abl e)
When a man wants chi cken w ngs, he
gets his chicken w ngs.

EXT. SIDEWALK - MOMENTS LATER

54.

CUT TO

Bill, WIIl, and Ma wal k through town | ooking for a bar with

W ngs.

Bl LL
They’ re like a di sease or
sonet hi ng, you know? Once you get
chi cken wi ngs on the brain, they
don’t go away!

M A
Oh, this place has food!
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Bl LL
Then why are we still out in the
col d?
CUT TGO
| NT. SECOND BAR - MOMVENTS LATER
The waiter cones to the table where Ma, WIIl, and Bill are
seat ed.
WAl TER
H, I'’mDan, what are you guys
drinking tonight?
Bl LL
Chi cken wi ngs.
WAl TER
Alright, there’s ten in an
order. Is that fine?
Bl LL
Better make it three orders then.
M A
Dad, I'mfull.
Bl LL
| didn’t say they were for
you. WII, you down for w ngs?
W LL
Sur e.
Bl LL

(to waiter)
Four orders of wings. Wth the
bones. Barbecue sauce. Three
Budwei sers and a shot of your
cheapest whi skey.

WAl TER
kay, be right out with the drinks.

The waiter wal ks away. M a is shaking her head, and she and
WIIl are fighting the urge to start | aughing.

M a sees an opportunity.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

56.

M A

Dad, WIIl and I are dati ng.
Bl LL
(excited)

Wel |, hot damm! How about
that? M baby girl’s got herself a

man toy. So WII, tell ne about
your sel f.

W LL
Vell there’'s not too nmuch to tell,
| don’t think. |I’ma nusic
conmposition major, | work in a

record store...

Bl LL
(interrupting)
| thought those places all closed?

W LL
We're one of the few around. But
it’s tough.
Bill takes out his phone.
BI LL
Yeah, kids and their fucking
i Pods. | don’t even know how to

use this goddamm text machi ne.

MA
Dad it’s a cell phone, and it’s the
si npl est nodel they had.

Bl LL
Yeah, but | ook. You' re nother
texted ne. It takes nme three

mnutes to get to where | can read
it.

Bill slowy presses a button on his phone.

Bl LL
Open. It says, 'don’t keep Ma out
|ate. She has a lot to do.’

Bill |ooks at WIIl, then at M a.

Bl LL
(as he types)
Reply: Be back in a few.

He | ooks up.
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Bl LL
That ought to keep her content for
awhile. So, anyway, WIIl, that’'s
good for you. Sounds |ike you got
it all figured out.

W LL
Well, | wouldn't go that far.
The waiter returns.
WAl TER

kay, three beers and a shot of
whi skey, your food will be out
soon.

M A
Dad, who is all this for?

Bl LL
You two. Her e.

He slides them each a beer.

Bl LL
A toast.

He raises his glass. WIIl and Ma raise theirs, cautiously.

MA
To what are we toasting?
Bill thinks for a second.
Bl LL

To. .. chi cken w ngs!
MA WLL, BILL
To chi cken wi ngs!
EXT. HOTEL - LATER THAT NI GHT

Bill is outside his hotel, saying good night to WII and
M a.

Bl LL
Wl |l kids, that was fun.

WLL

Yeah, it was a lot of fun. Thank
you, M. Adans.
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MA
Alright dad, I'll see you in the
nor ni ng.
Bl LL
Good, good. WIIl, it was nice to
nmeet you. Ma, you done well.
(beat)

Hey, you guys want sone pizza?

M A
Good ni ght, dad.

Ma grabs WIIl and they wal k away.

M A
He's so drunk.

W LL
He' s funny though.

M A
Yeah. M parents are taking ne to
br eakfast tonorrow norning. You can
cone if youd like. 1"l text you
in the norning and tell you where
we’' re neeting.

W LL
|"d like that.

MA
Al right, and thanks for com ng
tonight. It nmeant a |ot.

She ki sses himon the cheek and goes i nside.

| NT. RESTAURANT - THE NEXT MORNI NG

Ma and WIIl walk in. Her parents, Bill and MRS. ADAMS are
al ready seat ed.

M A
Dad, you already net, but nmom this
is ny boyfriend, WII.

Ms. Adans gets up to hug WII.

VRS. ADAMS
WIIl, it’s nice to neet you. |1’ ve
heard not hing but great things

about you.
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W LL
(1 ooks at M a)
Real | y?
MRS. ADAMS

Oh, yeah. Every time Ma calls
she’s tal king about this WII
character. 1It’s nice to put a face
to the nane.

M A
(enbar assed)
Mom pl ease!

BI LL
You know, the weirdest thing
happened to ne this norning. The
second | woke up | started throw ng

up.
The WAI TRESS shows up.

WAI TRESS
Are y' all ready to order?

W LL
(aside to M a)
Wiy does every waitress in a
breakfast joint have a southern
accent. This is Mchigan, for
God’ s sake.

BI LL
St eak and eggs.

M A
Dad! You just said you threw up a
few m nutes ago.

Bl LL
Yeah, so I'mall ready to go again!

MRS. ADAMS
The man eats nore than any human
being I’ ve ever seen.

W LL
| was enjoyi ng watching | ast
night. You' re a funny guy, M.
Adans.

Bill gets really serious. The waitress, WII, Ma, and Ms.
Adans | ook at him confused by his quick change in deneanor.
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Bl LL
(angrily, to WII)
What did you say?

W LL
(nervously)
| said, that you' re a funny guy.

Bl LL
Funny? Funny how? Funny, like |I'm
a clown? You think I"ma clown,

WIIlianf
At the sanme tine, Bill and WII start laughing. The |adies
and wai tress | ook nore confused than before.
W LL
(to the others)
Goodf el | as!

They stare at him bl ankly.

Bl LL
OCh, ¢’ non.  You guys don’t know
what’s good for ya. I'mglad WII

here understood the reference.

EXT. RESTAURANT - LATER THAT MORNI NG

Ma's parents have left. Ma and WII| stand outside the
restaurant.

W LL
You want a ride hone?
MA
No, I'Il walk. It’s not
far. Plus, | don’t know how many

nore nice days we’'re gonna have.

W LL
Ckay. Thanks for the invite.

MA
Thanks for comng. M parents |ove
you. M dad thinks you' re funny,
t 0o.

W LL
That really neans a | ot.



61.

I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - NI GHT

W1l is nappping on Emma’s couch. She throws a football at
hi s head and wakes hi m up.

W LL
What the heck? That really hurt!

EMVA
He has a girlfriend.

W LL
Who?
(quickly realizes)
Ch, Aaron. Wiit, what?

EMVA

He has a girlfriend.
W LL

But. ..
EMVA

| know. We were hangi ng out today,
at his place, you know? Just |ike
we usually do. W played video

games, had sone snacks. It was
chill and laid back. And since the
party is in two weeks, | said,

"hey, you’'re comng to ny party,
right? Not in any suggestive way
what soever

W LL
Oh no. What did he say.

EMVA
Not hing, that’s the thing. He got
really quiet. So | repeated the
guestion, and added that 1'd like
himto be ny date.

W LL
|’ ve got a bad feeling about this.

EMVA
Ckay, Obi-Wan Kenobi. Then this
assw pe, piece-of-shit, no-good,
cocksucki ng, notherfucker tells ne
that he has a girlfriend. Stacy.
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I NT. HAIR

62.

W LL
So you told himoff, right?

EMVA
No, because then he told ne that
he’ s thinking of breaking up with
her because he |ikes ne. Wat do |

do, WII?
W LL
You just called this guy four very
foul, inapproproate, and
derrogatory words. |’ m confused.
EMVA
| really like him though.
W LL
But you realize that you are now
the other girl. You are Mnica

Lewi nsky to his Bill dinton. You
are Camlla to his Charles. You
are Jaimee Grubbs to his Tiger
Wods.

EMVA
How on Earth do you know t he nanes
of any of his mstresses?

W LL
W ki pedi a.
EMVA
Yes, | know. | feel awful.
W LL
Let himcone to you. |If he’'s as
nice as you say he is, he'll sort

this out soon.

SALON - DAY

Zoe is getting her hair done. WII waits for her, reading
Cosnmp as he waits.

ZCE
You' re a weird guy, WIIliam

W LL
| prefer "charmng."
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ZOE
What ever you say.

W LL
Did you talk to himyet?

ZOE
|"d rather not discuss ny love life
in front of these people.

Zoe's hair stylist, a very effem nate, gay bl ack nan, stops
what he’ s doi ng.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
Excuse ne, girlfriend? Watchu be
sayi n about "these people?"

ZCE
|"msorry, | neant | don’'t want to
tal k about in public.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
|’mjust playin wichyou girl. But
in all seriousness, we are al
famly here. You can talk to
us. Your man giving you
probl ens? Lord knows | have been
down that road.

ZCE
He said a few weeks ago that we
need to see | ess of each other, but
| talked to himand he said he's
going to try to be a better
boyfri end.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
Now, just so I'’mclear, who is this
guy readi ng Cosnp?

W LL
That is ny best friend,
Wlliam W, | should add, is
dating ny friend, M a.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
Ma? That's a girl’s nane.

W LL

Wiy is it so weird for guys to read
Cosnon?
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GAY HAI R DRESSER
| can say this, and you can’t, but
that is really gay.

W LL
What ever, |’ m not stopping. And
Zoe, I'mglad you talked to him
ZOE

| m cautiously optimstic.

W LL
| think that's w se. Make hi m earn
your trust back.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
You can never trust a man,

honey. | amsorry, WIlliam But
it’s true.

W LL
No of fense taken. | tend to agree.

GAY HAI R DRESSER
(to Zoe)
Are you sure he's straight?

ZCE
| " mpretty sure.
| NT. RECORD STORE - DAY

Randy and WII are listening to nusic buying tinme until the
store closes. Ma enters the store.

W LL
Vel aren’t you a sight for sore
eyes?

(to Randy)

Randy, this is Ma, the one | told
you about.

RANDY
Well, she’s just as pretty as you
descri bed her.

MA
Thank you, Randy. You're very

ki nd.
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RANDY
You' re nost certainly wel cone,
young | ady.
W LL
| told you he says that, didn't 17?
M A
Yes, yes, you did. Listen, when do
you get out. | was going to go to

the mall and wanted to know if you
were interested in com ng.

W LL
W' re supposed to close at 4 today,
so, what, an hour?

RANDY
Co.
W LL
What ?
RANDY
Get out of here. On the off chance
we get a custoner, | think I'Il be

able to handle it nyself. Go spend
the day with your |ady friend.

W LL
Thanks, Randy.

M A
Thanks, Randy.

RANDY
Don't nention it.

W1l punches out and grabs his coat.

| NT. MALL - DAY
Ma takes WIIl into JCPenney.
M A
Ckay, today our goal is to buy you
sonme new cl ot hes.
W LL

What’s wong with the clothes |
normal |y wear?
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M A
WIl, I like you an awful lot. But
you dress |ike a scrub.

W LL
| should warn you, though, |’'mvery

pi cky.

MONTACGE - WLL AND MA' S NI GHT

1) Mall. WIIl lets Ma pick out shirts for himas he
wat ches.

2) Changing Room WIIl nodels shirts for M a.

3) Checkout Counter. WII pays for shirts.

4) G/m WIIl and Ma exercise. WII is in noticeably
better shape than the last tine we saw t hem work out

t oget her.

5) Grocery Store. WII and Ma go grocery shoppi ng.

6) Ma' s Kitchen. WIIl and M a cook di nner together,
| aughi ng and licking food off of each other’s fingers.

7) Ma s dining room WIIl and Ma enjoy a candl elight
di nner.

CUT 1O

INT. MA S APARTMENT - NI GHT
WIl and Ma lay together on her couch watching TV.

W LL
What a day. You' re awesone, you
know t hat ?

M A
St op.

WIIl sits up.

W LL
No, really. You are so awesone.

MA
We hung out. W always hang out.
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W LL
This was special, though. i don't
know why, but it was special.

Ma stares into WIl’s eyes. After a nonent of silence she
| eans in and kisses him quickly, on the lips. She stays
right up against his face until he kisses her, and they kiss
for a |l ong nonent.

When the kiss concludes, they lay wapped in each other’s
arnms on the couch.

A FEW M NUTES LATER

WIIl 1 ooks over to the kitchen. It is a ness.
W LL
| think I should do your dishes
NOWw.
MA
No, you' Il make too much
noi se. 1’mgoing to bed.
W LL
Are you sure you don’t want me to
cl ean up?
MA
I"lIl get it in the norning.
W LL
What ever you say. [|’Il call you

tonorrow, then?

M A
Why don’t you stay here tonight?

W LL
This couch is too snmall for ne. W
feet hang off the end.

MA
Sleep in ny bed with ne.
W LL
Are you sure?
M A
It’s not a big deal. Just don’t

take all my bl anket.
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INT. MA S BEDROOM - MOMVENTS LATER

Ma' s bed is up against a wall. WIIl clinbs into bed first
and lay as close to the wall as he can, |eaving the vast
majority of the bed for Ma. She gets in, and they lay on
conpl ete opposite sides of the bed.

W LL
M a?
MA
(al nost asl eep)
What ?
W LL
| | ove you.

M a closes her eyes and tries to fall asleep.

I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - NI GHT

WIIl and Enma enter with boxes of party supplies: balloons,
cups, streaners, pong balls, chanpagne, |ights.

EMVA
Next week this house will be hone
to the best party this canmpus has
ever seen.

W LL
|"mexcited, Em | really am

EMVA
What’s M a wearing?

W LL
| don’t know, actually.
(beat)
W sl ept together |ast night.

EMVA
(shocked)
VWHAT?! 21 2?1

W LL
No, not like that. W slept in the
sane bed, that’'s all.

EMVA

(relieved)
Ch, good.
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W LL
It was weird, though.

EMVA
How so?

W LL
Well, 1’ve never shared a bed with
anyone. And | was really nervous
about it and scared. | was
scared. So | stayed as far away as
| could. It was really
unconfortable, actually.

EMVA
Well, you' re night was better than
mne, | assure you.

W LL

Why? What happened?

EMVA
Aaron picked his girlfriend over
nme.

W LL
Amvy, Em |’ msorry. |It’s probably
for the best.

EMVA
Yeah. | don’'t want to be
resposi bl e for ending a good
rel ati onshi p.

W LL
Good for you.

A knock at the door. Emrma goes and opens it.

Ma wal ks in but doesn’t take off her shoes or

EMVA
Hey, girl, how s it goin?

M A
Good, can | cone in?

EMVA
Sur e.

M A
WIl, can | talk to you about
somet hi ng?

69.

It’s M a.

coat .
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W LL
Yeah, sure? Wy didn’t you call?

MA
| lost my phone and I knew you had
pkans to go party shoppi ng toni ght
wi th Emra.

EMVA
|1l be upstairs srudying.

Emma goes upstairs.

M A
WIIl, what you said last night in
bed, it was very sweet. And | care
about you a lot. But |I’mnot ready

to go there yet. | can't say 'l
| ove you’ back. I'mreally sorry.
W LL

What’s to be sorry about.
under st and.

MA
(stunmbling for words)
But, again, that’s very sweet of
you. But | think that you are nuch
nmore into this relationship than
amand | just don’'t want to hurt

you.
W LL
Ma, you' re scaring nme. Let’'s sit
down.
M A
No, | have to go. WIIl, | can only
be friends right now |’ m
sorry. |’'mso sorry.

Ma runs out the door. WII stands, notionless,
depr essed-1 ooki ng, and shocked, in the room
| NT. | CE CREAM PARLOR - NI GHT

WIIl and Zoe sit and eat ice cream seated across from each
other in a booth.

ZC0E

It's been a week since | heard from
Sam
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W LL
Agai n? Even after your talk?

ZCE
Yep. He said he would change. The
thing is, it’s exans week. |
undertsnd he’s busy and stressed
but what he fails to realize is
that 1’ m busy and stressed, too.

She takes a big bite of ice cream

Z0E
(with her nmouth full)
And | mss him

She swal | ows her ice cream then starts to cry.

ZOE
And you know what is the worst part
of this? He said, the last tine we
tal ked, that when we go a long tine
wi t hout seei ng each other, he
doesn’t mss nme as nuch as | miss
hi m

W1l | ooks stunned.
ZCE

Do you have any idea how pai nful
that is to hear?

W LL
l"mso sorry. | don’t even know
what to say.

ZCOE

You bought ne ice cream That's a
good start.

She smiles, then starts crying again. WII gets up and sits
next to her.

W LL
Zoe, you are the best friend |I have
ever had. So | get to tell you
things like this, even if it
hurts. But Samis not good enough
for you. And you should not be
wi th someone who makes you fee
this way all the time. As your
friend, it’s painful to watch
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ZCE
But, I"'mjust...l don’t know. |’'m
scar ed.
W LL
It’s scary. | know. But sonetines

you have to learn that it’s okay to
nove on. Sonetinmes two people are
just not neant to be together.

ZCE
You’ ve never been through this,
WIIl. You don’'t know how | feel.

W LL
| told Ma | loved her. And she
dunped ne.

ZCE
(surprised)
When did this happen?

W LL
Two days ago.
ZCE
WIIl, I’"’'mso sorry. Right before
your party, too.
W LL
| know. And | know how you feel.
ZCE
It sucks, doesn’'t it?
W LL
It sucks balls.
(beat)
Let me ask you sonething. |[|f Sam

came in here right now, what woul d
you tell hinf

ZCOE
| have no i dea.

W LL
What’ s on your mnd, right now?

ZCE

|’ mjust confused. Everything is
on nmy m nd.
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W LL
Let nme ask you sonet hing
el se. \Wat do you | ove about
San? HmP Wiy is it so hard for
you to | eave hin?

ZOE
WIl, I don't want to play this
gane.

W LL
Just try it.

ZOE

[’11 think about it as we wal k back
to ny apartnent.

I NT. ZOE'S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Zoe and WIIl walk in, take off their coats and shoes, and
sit on her couch. Zoe gets up and grabs a bottle of w ne

and pours
to drink.

two gl asses. She hands one to WII. They start

ZOE
So what did M a say?

W LL
She basically said that she doesn’'t
feel the sane way and that we
shoul d just be friends.

ZOE
|"msorry. You guys were so cute
together. No wonder she hasn’t
been answering ny text nessages

| ately.
W LL

Yeah. I’'Il survive, though.
ZCE

| think so.

LATER THAT NI GHT

The bottle of wine and two gl asses sit, enpty, on the coffee
table in Zoe’'s living room
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ZCE
| thought about what you asked ne
earlier. About Sam | |ove how
his hair is always so soft. it’'s
naturally soft and I love that. |
| ove how he has this dry, sinple
sense of hunor. | love his little

qui rks and how he’s al ways tal ki ng
about things | don’t understand. |
| ove how when he takes off his

gl asses he gets this mark on his
nose and totally doesn't realize
it. Ever.

Zoe has stopped crying. She's starting to smle.

W LL
Zoe, none of those things
matters. They' re all endearing,
sure, but you couldn’t name one
t hi ng about hi mthat has anything
to do with the way he treats
you. That is what matters the
nost. And he treats you |like shit.

WIl noves back to the seat across from Zoe.
W LL

(command- | i ke)
You need to | eave him Zo.

Z0E
| don’t want to.
W LL
(bui I di ng anger)
You' | | be so nuch happier.
Z0E
But. ..
W LL
(angry) . .
Zoe, | knowit’s hard but life is
har d.
Z0E
WIl, | still love him
W LL

(very angry and yelling)
God dammit, Zoe. How can you | ove
soneone who tells you that he

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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WLL (cont’d)
doesn’t m ss you when you' re apart,
whose idea of a relationship is
nmeeting up once a week for a
snack. How can you | ove someone
who nmakes you cry all the time |ike
he does. Do you have any idea how
frustrating it is to be your friend
soneti mes? Because you are so
incredibly wonderful...that it is
pai nful to watch you suffer through
a relationship with soneone who
clearly does not see what |
see. You' re gorgeous, Zoe. You
are gorgeous, and one of if not the
singl e nost caring and
down-to-Earth human being | have
every nmet and so help ne CGod, if
you go back to that rat bastard
...l don’'t even know
anynore. Excpet that you can do so
much better. You are a 10. By any
measure. And he's, at best, a 6.

WIl and Zoe sit in silence for a nnute. She | eans in and
ki sses him He is reluctant at first, then ki sses back.

They remain |ip-locked. Zoe begins to unbotton WIIl’'s
pants. WII| unbottons her bl ouse and grabs her breast.

| NT. ZOE'S APARTMENT - DAY
Wl and Zoe eat breakfast the next norning.

ZCE
WIl, I’"’mgoing to xome right out
and say it. Last night was a huge
m stake. Qur friendship is too
inmportant. It’'s too big, it’s too
good. | love you, as a friend, but
not as anything nore than that.

W LL
Kick me when |’ m al ready
down. That's real cool

ZCE
WII.

W LL
It’s fine. | just need to think
things over. |[|’'ll see you at the

party Saturday night.
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I NT. WLL S APARTMENT - DAY

WIIl calls Ma on his phone.

MA (V.QO)
Hel | 0?
W LL
Ma, | need to talk to you.
MA (V.QO)
WIl, I"'mreally busy. | have a
test in a couple hours.
W LL
Can we neet up after your
test. Please. |It’'s inportant.
MA (V.QO)
Sure. Conme to ny apartnment at 3.
W LL
kay, bye.
MA (V.QO)

Bye.
WIIl puts his phone down.

INT. MA S APARTMENT - DAY

Ma and WIIl sit across fromeach other at her kitchen
t abl e.

W LL
Renmenber the night we net. W sat
right here that night, in these
same positions.

M A
Wiy are you here, WII?

W LL
Because | believe that in any
rel ati onship, honesty is of the
utnost inportance. And | need to
be honest about sonething.

MA
" mlistening.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LL
| got really drunk |ast night,
because | was upset about our
break-up. And | was with Zoe, and
stuff...happened.

M A
VWhat kind of stuff?

W LL
W sl ept together.

M A
You had sex with Zoe? Does Sam
know?

W LL
| don’t know. | needed to tel
you, though, because | feel so
guilty about it.

M A
(st one-faced)
| don’t know why you should fee
guilty. We broke up.

W LL
| know, but...

MA
(interrupting)
Do you have feelings for Zoe?

W LL
| don’t know. |'mjust so
conf used.
M A
(col dly)
Well, I"'msorry to hear that,
WIIl. | need to get back to work,

t hough. Goood | uck on your exans.

77.

M a gets up and opens the door for WIIlI. WII |eaves

wi t hout sayi ng anot her word.

| NT. WLL S APARTMENT - NI GHT

WIIl sits alone in his apartnment, in the dark, listening to
ol d Beatl es songs, singing along wwth the words. A digital
clock glowing in the background reads 1:30 am WII| takes

out his phone and finds Ma' s contact information.

He keeps
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t he screen open anmonment and puts his phone down and falls

asl eep.

I NT. EMVA' S HOUSE - DAY

Emma is setting up for that night’s party. WII
on her couch.

EMVA
Are you going to do anything
besi des sit there?

WLL
No.

EMVA
W were supposed to throw this
party together.

W LL
| know. |I’msorry. | have to go
to work in a few mnutes
anyway. Randy said he has a big
announcenent to make.

EMVA
Wel |, get back as soon as you can.

INT. MA S APARTMENT - DAY

Zoe and Ma sit at Ma's table.

ZOE
|’mso sorry. | know I’ve hurt
you.

M A
Zoe, |’ve never been in a
rel ati onship before. | never had
the confidence to be in a
relationship before. | didn't
think I was good enough. And then |
met WIl. And he said and did al

the right things, and made ne fee
good enough. He nmade ne feel nore
t han good enough, he nade ne fee

special. | never felt out of place

with WIIl. It always seened

right. And when he told nme he

| oved ne, | panicked. But the

mnute | broke up with him as soon
( MORE)

i s sul king

( CONTI NUED)
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M A (cont’d)
as | wal ked out that door | knew I
had made a big m stake. And then
this happens. And now |’ m nore
m serabl e than I was when | thought
| just wasn’'t good enough.

ZOE
Ma, we were drunk. And | have
been dealing with a | ot of problens
with Sam and WIIl, he was upset
about | osing you.

MA
How i s that supposed to nmake ne
feel better? | asked himif he had
feelings for you, and he said he
didn’t know. | can forgive himfor
sl eeping with you, and I can
forgi ve you, because you're ny
friend, and I don’'t want to hate
you. Really, | don’t. But it was
two days after we broke up. Two
days. And if after two days he can
devel op feelings for sonebody el se
and be over nme, that is what hurts
t he nost.

ZCE
He | oves you, Ma. | know WI I
better than anyone. He |oves you.

M A
Pl ease | eave.

Zoe | eaves.

| NT. RECORD STORE - DAY

Randy stands in front of WIIl, Josh, and Gabe,
speech,

RANDY
36 years |I’ve had this
pl ace. Thirty-six fucking years
and that asshole Steve Jobs takes
it away from ne.

Nobody in the store responds.

79.

to nake a
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RANDY
|"mclosing the store. |I’m 1 osing
noney everyday and |'’mready to
rel ax. Boys, take what you
want. Consider it a parting gift
fromyour Uncle Randy.

JOSH
Thanks, M It.

Josh wal ks over to WIIl and whispers into his ear.
JOSH
Pretty sweet, huh? Wsn't
expecting that.
W1l doesn’t notice Josh.

JOSH
Wil?

Finally, WII turns around.

JOSH
You okay, man? You |l ook different.
W LL
Nah, |’m good. Just got a |lot on
ny mnd.
JOSH
s it about that chick?
W LL
Maybe.
(beat)
| don’t wanna tal k about it right
Now.

Josh shrugs his shoul ders and goes | ooking for discs to take
hone.

WIIl flips through the stack of records in front of him

shaki ng his head at nost of them putting themin the
cardboard box. A few of them he sets aside for hinself.

| NT. RECORD STORE - LATER THAT NI GHT

Only Randy and WIIl remain in the store.

( CONTI NUED)
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RANDY
| mgonna call it a day soon,
kiddo. Wap up that table and take
of f.
W LL
Al right.

Randy goes to the bat hroom

W1l starts |ooking through the [ ast stack of records on his
table. One-by-one he discards records into his cardboard
box, until he conmes across AC/DC s Back in Black. He stares
at the record, clenching it in his hands.

Randy cones out of the bathroom

W LL
Do you mind if |I play this for a
few m nutes before | go?

RANDY
Nah, go ahead.

WIIl puts the record onto a turntable and puts the needl e on
his favorite song. "You Shook Me All N ght Long" bl ares

t hrough the record store speakers. WIIl, for the first tine
in a week, smles.

W LL
You know how you know you're in
| ove, Randy?

RANDY

Can’'t say | do.

W LL
Last night | was in bed |listening
to early Beatles stuff. The poppy
crap that nost people don't |ike
anynore. And | thought every song
was about nmy life. That’'s how
know I'’min | ove.

MONTACE - PEOPLE GETTI NG READY FOR THE PARTY

1) Emma’s House. Emma puts the final touches on the
decor ati ons.

2) Zoe's Apartnent. Zoe tries on a dress.

( CONTI NUED)
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3) Ma's Apartnent. Ma sits, depressed, on her bed,
wearing a dress. She finally decides to get up and begins

apppl! yi ng make- up.

4) Emma’s Bathroom WII| ties his tie and finishes his
outfit.

I NT. EMVA'S HOUSE - NI GHT

The party. The house is packed with people. Everyone is
dressed up. Couples dance. Chanpagne bottles are popped
open. Music bl ares.

W Il wal ks around surveying the room He greets a few of
the guests. Emma does the sane, and they neet near her
kitchen. They yell in order to hear each other over the
noi se of the party.

EMVA
Geat party, right? I'’mglad so
many peopl e showed up

W LL
You did well. Sorry |I haven't been
of much help lately.

EMVA
| understand. | know you’ ve got a

ot on your mnd right now.

AARON (O S.)
Enma!

Emma turns to see AARON

EMVA
H! Aaron! \What are you doi ng
her e?
AARON
Can | talk to you sonewhere quiet?
EMVA
Sure, but first: this is my cousin,
WIl. WIIl, this is Aaron.
W LL

(shaki ng hi s hand)
Ni ce to neet you
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EMVA
WIl, I'll see you later.

Emma and Aaron go upstairs.
Zoe shows up and approaches WII.

ZOE
| talked to Ma. | told her that
it meant nothing to ne.

W LL
| s she here? Do you know if she’s
her e?

ZCE
| haven’t seen her. | just got
here. WII, are you alright?

W LL
|’ ve never been better.

ZCE

WIIl, | need to know that the other

ni ght neant nothing to you.

W LL
Zoe, we can talk later. | need to
find Ma right now |’'msorry.

83.

WIl walks away to find Ma. He wal ks around the main floor
of the house. Sonebody suddenly grabs himand pulls himout

of the back door.

EXT. EMVA' S BACKYARD - CONTI NUQUS
It was Sam who grabbed WII.

W LL
Saml | didn’t know you' d be here.
SAM
Shut the fuck up. You got a |ot of
nerve, pal
W LL
Sam | really can’t talk right now.

WIl tries to wal k back inside but Sam grabs hi m again.

( CONTI NUED)
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SAM
| don’t give a shit where you have
to go. Zoe broke up with me a few
days ago. She said you hel ped her
realize what an asshole | am

W LL
Sam |’'mnot going to argue with
you right now.

SAM
|’mnot here to argue. |’ mhere to
ki ck your ass.

Sam punches WIIl in the stomach. WII bends over in
pain. Samgrab’s WIIl’s head, knees himin the groin, and
shoves himto the ground.
SAM
You think I'"man asshole? I'll show
you what an asshole | really am

CUT TGO

| NT. EMVA' S BEDROOM - SAME Tl ME

Emma and Aaron are sitting on her bed.

AARON
| left Stacy. | realized | nmade a
mstake. | really like you.

EMVA
| don’t know. | think you need
sonme nore tinme to straigten things

out .

Aaron starts stroking Emma’s hair.

EMVA
| nmean, | really like you, too, but
| just need to be sure you' re over
her .

AARON
| am | prom se.

They start maki ng out.

CUT TO
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EXT. EMVA' S BACKYARD - CONTI NUED

A crowd of people have gathered in the backyard. Samis
kicking WII, who is lying in pain on the ground.

SAM
And you know what el se I’ m gonna
do? |1’'mgonna tell everyone how

much of a whore your little girl,
Ma, is. You know what she’'s been
doing at this party? | saw her
make out with at |east three dudes
downstairs. You two are nmde for
each ot her.

Sam goes to kick WIIl again, but WII grabs Samis | eg and
pull himto the ground. They westle on the ground for
awhi |l e, then nmake their way to a standi ng position.

People in the crowd chant and cheer. Samthrows a punch at

WIIl, who retaliates by grabbing Sami s arns and getting him
in a headl ock.

W LL
Don’t you dare say anythi ng about
M a.

W11l releases the headl ock and punches Samin the face,
br eaki ng his nose and causing himto bl eed.

WIl wal ks past the crowd into the house.

I NT. EMVA' S HOUSE - CONTI NUCUS
Emma is crying in the kitchen.

W LL
Em what happened?

EMVA
Why does life suck so nuch?

W LL
What happened?

EMVA
| made out with Aaron.

W LL
That’ s good, right?
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EMVA
It should ve been. It ny first
time making out with soneone. But
it was gross. He had no idea how
to kiss. Not that | have any room
to conplain, but he was all
(makes gross tongue gestures)

Maj or buzzkill.
W LL
Vell, | just beat up Sam if that
makes you feel any better.
EMVA
Actually, it does. | hate that

guy. Good for you, WII.

W LL
"1l be back to tal k about Aaron
sonme nore, but | need to go find
M a.

W11l wal ks thorugh the house.

LI VI NG ROOM

Ma is standing in the front of the room crying.

W LL
M al
M A
(crying)
W1, can you please take ne hone?
W LL
What happened?
MA
| want to go.
W LL
| s this because of what Sam sai d,
because 1"l ---
MA
| think you ve done enough to Sam
t oni ght .
W LL

Wait, did you see that?
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M A
Yes. And | owe you a big thank you
for standing up for ne.

She stops crying.

W LL
And Ma, | owe you a a huge
apology. | was stupid. | nade a
huge m stake and |’ m sorry.

MA
It’s okay, WII.

W LL
No, it’s not okay. | need you to

know t hat even though Zoe and | are
really good friends there's never
goi ng to be anythi ng between

us. And the reason for that is
because | love you, Ma. | |oved
you when | pretended to be thirsty
to get you to invite nme into your

roomthe night we net. | |oved you
when you were Melanie B fromthe
Spice Grls.

MA

Mel anie C, actually.

W LL
At 1:30 in the norning |ast night,
| wanted to text you, and only you,
and ask you what you were doing,
and | love you right here, and
ri ght now.

M A
| dunped you because | was
afraid. | love you, WII.

M a kisses WII.
Across the room Zoe and Enma watch and sm | e. Emma wal ks

over to her iPod and changes the song to "You Shook Me Al
Ni ght Long."

W LL

Wul d you |like to dance?
M A

Yes. | love this song.

WIl and Ma dance. The party continues around them

( CONTI NUED)
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FADE TO BLACK

SOMVE Tl ME LATER
FADE | N:

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

The first day of spring classes. Zoe is seated in a
cl assroom A male student, Lorenzo, sits next to her. He
speaks with a very thick Italian accent.

LORENZO
C ao, ny nane is Lorenzo.

Z0E
Zoe. Nice to neet you Lorenzo.

LORENZO
| am a new student fromltaly. M
advi sor suggests that make friends
in ny classes to help ne get
famliar with the canpus. Wat are
you doing after class? Could I buy
you a cup of coffee.

ZCE
That’ s fine. yeah!
AFTER CLASS

Lorenzo and Zoe get coffee together.

| NT. LI BRARY - DAY

Emma wanders around the stacks of the library. A male,
bl ack student, TERRANCE, approaches her.

TERRANCE
Can | help you?

EMVA
Yeah I’'mtrying to find this book
for a class.

She shows him a piece of paper with a book title witten on

it. Terrance |ooks through the shelves hinself and
retrieves the book Emma is | ooking for.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

EMVA

Thank you.
TERRANCE

Say, you look awfully famliar.
EMVA

Real ly? |’mnot sure we’ ve net.
TERRANCE

No, | know we have. Let ne think.

(beat)

Did you take Intro to
Conmuni cations with Stottl enmeyer
| ast senester?

EMVA
Yeah!

TERRANCE
That’'s where I know you from |'m
Terrance.

EMVA

|’ m Enma. Nobody has ever
recogni zed ne |ike that before when
we had never actually net.

TERRANCE
Ch, | renmenber you well. You were
always in the front row and rai sed
your hand nore than anyone el se.

EMVA
Oh, no. I'mthat girl?
TERRANCE
(1 aughs)

No, it’s a good thing. Hey, | need
to get back to work. It was nice
seei hg you Enma.

EMVA
You t oo0.
TERRANCE
Robi nson. Terrance Robi nson. | f

you wanted to | ook ne up on
Facebook | woul dn’t be upset.

Emma wal ks away sm |ling.

89.



